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2009’s BEST BOOKS FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL READERS

Contemporary Realism

Baskin, Nora Raleigh. ANYTHING BUT TYPICAL. S&S. $15.99. Gr. 6-9

Bruchac, Joseph. NIGHT WINGS. HarperCollins. $15.99. Gr. 5-8

Corbett, Sue. THELAST NEWSPAPER BOY IN AMERICA. Dutton. $16.99. Gr. 5-7

Keller, Julia. BACK HOME. Egmont. $15.99. Gr. 6-9
New American Publisher.

Korman, Gordon. ZOOBREAK. Scholastic. $16.99. Gr. 5-8
Sequel to SWINDLE

La Fleur, Suzanne. LOVE, AUBREY. Lamb/Random House. $15.99. Gr. 5-8

Lupica, Mike. MILLION-DOLLAR THROW. Philomel. $17.99. Gr. 5-8

Parry, Roseanne. HEART OF A SHEPHERD. Random House. $15.99. Gr. 5-7

Paulsen, Gary. NOTES FROM THE DOG. Lamb/Random House. $15.99. Gr. 6-9

Potter, Ellen. SLOB. Philomel. $16.99. Gr. 5-7

Sheinmel, Courtney. POSITIVELY. S&S. $15.99. Gr. 5-9



Woodson, Jacqueline, PEACE, LOCOMOTION, Putnam. $15.99. Gr. 6-9
Sequel to LOCOMOTION

Plus a Few from Afar

Almond, David. RAVEN SUMMER. Delacorte. $16.99. Gr. 7-up
Boyce, Frank Cottrell. COSMIC. HarperCollins/Walden Pond. $16.99. Gr. 4-7 (2010)

Mankell, Henning. WHEN SNOW FELL. Delacorte. $15.99. Gr. 6-9
Companion to A BRIDGE TO THE STARS and SHADOWS IN THE TWILIGHT

Naidoo, Beverly. BURN MY HEART. HarperCollins/Amistad. $15.99. Gr. 6-9

Walliams, David. THE BOY IN THE DRESS. Illus. by Quentin Blake. Penguin
Razorbill. $15.99. Gr. 5-9

Selected Short Stories

Weiss, M. Jerry & Helen. THIS FAMILY IS DRIVING ME CRAZY. Putnam. $17.99.
Gr. 6-9
BSP Alert: See also my anthology NECESSARY NOISE. Cotler/HarperCollins

Two Novels in Verse

Bryant, Jen. KALEIDOSCOPE EYES. Knopf. $15.99. Gr. 5-8
Burg, Ann E. ALL THE BROKEN PIECES. Scholastic Press. $16.99. Gr. 6-9

Way Back WHEN?

Choldenko, Gennifer. AL CAPONE SHINES MY SHOES. Dial. $17.99. Gr. 5-8
Sequel to AL CAPONE DOES MY SHIRTS.
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Kelly, Jacqueline. THE EVOLUTION OF CALPURNIA TATE. Holt. $16.99. Gr. 5-7
Ketchum, Liza. NEWS GIRL. Viking. $17.99. Gr. 5-7
Magoon, Kekla. THE ROCK AND THE RIVER. S&S/Aladdin. $15.99. Gr. 6-9

McGuigan, Mary Ann. MORNING IN A DIFFERENT PLACE. Front Street. $17.95. Gr.
7-up

Peck, Richard. A SEASON OF GIFTS. Dial. $16.99. Gr. 6-9
Companion to A LONG WAY FROM CHICAGO and A YEAR DOWN YONDER

Slayton, Fran Cannon. WHEN THE WHISTLE BLOWS. Philomel. $16.99. Gr. 6-9
Smiley, Jane. THE GEORGES AND THE JEWELS. Knopf. $16.99. Gr. 5-8

Smith, Sherri L. FLYGIRL. Putnam. $16.99. Gr. 7-up

Speculative Fiction

Anderson, M. T. JASPER DASH AND THE FLAME PITS OF DELAWARE. Beach
Lane Books. $16.99. Gr. 5-9

Blubaugh, Penny. SERENDIPITY MARKET. HarperTeen. $16.99. Gr. 6-9

Cashore, Kristin. FIRE. Dial. $17.99. Gr. 8-up
Prequel to GRACELING

Collins, Suzanne. CATCHING FIRE. Scholastic Press. $17.99. Gr. 8-up
Sequel to THE HUNGER GAMES



DiCamillo, Kate. THE MAGICIAN’S ELEPHANT. Candlewick. $16.99. Gr. 5-8

Farmer, Nancy. THE ISLANDS OF THE BLESSED. Jackson/Atheneum. $18.99. Gr. 5-9
Companion to THE SEA OF TROLLS and THE LAND OF THE SILVER APPLES

Hardinge, Frances. THE LOST CONSPIRACY. HarperTeen. $16.99. Gr. 5-9
Jennings, Richard W. GHOST TOWN. Houghton. $16.00. Gr. 6-9

Lasky, Kathryn. HANNAH. Scholastic. $16.99. Gr. 5-8
Daughters of the Sea, Book 1

Lloyd, Saci. THE CARBON DIARIES 2015. Holiday House. $16.95. Gr. 7-up
Mahy, Margaret. THE MAGICIAN OF HOAD. McElderry. $18.99. Gr. 7-up
Stead, Rebecca. WHEN YOU REACH ME. Lamb/Random House. $15.99. Gr. 6-9
Stroud, Jonathan. HEROES OF THE VALLEY. Hyperion. Gr. 6-10
Thompson, Kate. HIGHTWAY ROBBERY. Greenwillow. $15.99. Gr. 4-7
Westerfeld, Scott. LEVIATHAN. Simon Pulse. $19.99. Gr. 7-up
Wooding, Chris. MALICE. Scholastic. $14.99. Gr. 6-10
Yep. Laurence. CITY OF FIRE. TOR Starscape. $15.99. Gr. 5-8

City Trilogy 1

Graphic Novels & Comics

Kinney, Jeff. DIARY OF A WIMPY KID. Dog Days. Abrams Amulet. $12.95. Gr. 5-8
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Smith, Jeff. CROWN OF HORNS. Scholastic. $9.99. Gr. 5-9
Bone, vol. 9

Tan Shaun. TALES FROM OUTER SUBURBIA. Levine/Scholastic. $19.99. Gr. 6-up

Multiplatform Extravaganzas

THE THIRTY-NINE CLUES. 4 vols. to date. Scholastic. $12.99 each. Gr. 4-7

THE AMANDA PROJECT. Vol. 1 is INVISIBLE I by Stella Lennon.
HarperTeen/Fourth Story Media. $16.99. Gr. 7-up

Information Books

Bryan, Ashley. WORDS TO MY LIFE’S SONG. Atheneum. $18.99. Gr. 5-8

Chaikin, Andrew and Andrew Bean. MISSION CONTROL.: THIS IS APOLLO 13.
Viking. $23.99. Gr. 7-up

Fleming, Candace. THE GREAT AND ONLY BARNUM. Schwartz & Wade. $18.99.
Gr. 5-8

Giblin, James Cross. THE RISE AND FALL OF SENATOR JOE McCARTHY.
Houghton. $22.00. Gr. 7-up

Hafiz, Dilara, et. al. THE AMERICAN MUSLIM TEENAGER’S HANDBOOK.
Seo/Atheneum. $11.99. Gr. 7-up

Giblin, James Cross. THE RISE AND FALL OF SENATOR JOE McCARTHY.
Houghton. $22.00. Gr. 7-up



Heiligman, Deborah. CHARLES AND EMMA. Holt. $18.95. Gr. 8-12
Hoose, Phillip. CLAUDETTE COLVIN. Kroupa/FSG. $19.95. Gr. 6-10
Kaufman, Michael T. 1968. Roaring Brook. $22.95. Gr. 7-up

Madden, Kerry. HARPER LEE. A Twentieth-Century Life. Viking. $16.99. Gr. 7-up
Up Close series

Marrin, Albert. YEARS OF DUST. The Story of the Dust Bow!. Dutton. $22.99. Gr. 6-10

Murphy, Jim. A SAVAGE THUNDER. %.bmaSB and the Bloody Road to Freedom.
S&S. $17.95. Gr. 6-10

Murphy, Jim. TRUCE. Scholastic Press. $19.99. Gr. 5-7

Nelson, Marilyn. SWEETHEARTS OF RHYTHM ltlus. by Jerry Pinkney. Dial. $21.99.
Gr. 7-up

Osborne, Linda Barrett. TRAVELING THE FREEDOM ROAD. Abrams. $24.95. Gr. 6-
9

Partridge, Elizabeth. MARCHING FOR FREEDOM. Viking. $19.99. Gr. 5-10
Sandler, Martin W. THE DUST BOWL: Through the Lens. Walker. $19.99. Gr. 7-up
Swanson, James. CHASING LINCOLN’S KILLER. Scholastic. $16.99. Gr. 6-10
Turner, Pamela. THE FROG SCIENTIST. Houghton. $18.00. Gr. 5-9

Walker, Sally. WRITTEN IN BONE. Carolrhoda. $22.95. Gr. 7-up
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Will They Never Stop? Series & Such

Delaney, Joseph. CLASH OF THE DEMONS. Greenwillow. $17.99. Gr. 5-8
The Last Apprentice, vol. 6

Divakaruni, Chitra Banerjee. SHADOW LAND. Roaring Brook. $17.95. Gr. 7-10
The Brotherhood of the Conch: Book 3

Duey, Kathleen. SACRED SCARS. Athencum. $17.99. Gr. 7-up
A Resurrection of Magic, Book 2

Feinstein, John. CHANGE-UP. Mystery at the World Series. Knopf. $16.99. Gr. 5-9
Junior journalists Stevie and Susan return.

Golding, Julia. DEN OF THIEVES. Roaring Brook. $16.95. Gr.6-10
A Cat Royal Adventure

Grant, Michael. HUNGER. HarperTeen. $17.99. GR. 8-up
A Gone Novel

Hale, Shannon. FOREST BORN. Bloomsbury. $17.99. Gr. 6-9
Vol. 4 of the books of Bayern: THE GOOSE GIRL, ENNA BURNING,
RIVERSECRETS

Horowitz, Anthony. CROCODILE TEARS. Philomel. $17.99. Gr. 5-9
Alex Rider, #8

Horowitz, Anthony. NECROPOLIS. Scholastic. $17.99. Gr. 7-up
The Gatekeepers, Book 4

Horowitz, Anthony. THE UNHOLY GRAIL. Philomel. $16.99. Gr. 5-8
Return to Groosham Grange



Landy, Derek. THE FACELSS ONES. Harper. $16.99. Gr. 5-8
Skulduggery Pleasant series

Lubar, David. THE BATTLE OF THE RED HOT PEPPER WEENIES. TOR Starscape.
$15.95. Gr. 6-9
The 4" Weenies Book

Oppel, Kenneth. STARCLIMBER. Eos. $17.99. Gr. 7-up
Companion to AIRBORN and SKYBREAKER

Riordan, Rick. THE LAST OLYMPIAN. Hyperion. $17.99. Gr. 5-8
Percy Jackson and the Olympians, Book 5

Shusterman, Neal. EVERWILD. $&8. $16.99, Gr. 7-up
The Skinjacker Trilogy, Book 2

More of Michael? Check out his semimonthly podcasts for the California InfoPeople
Project; they’re @ www.infoblog.infopeople.org/



